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Executive Summary 

Subject matter 
  
This report describes the creation of the MARIO network of researchers and 
stakeholders working for the mitigation of loneliness, isolation and dementia, the 
programme of activities that are planned to engage the network, and the development 
of a Delphi questionnaire to explore the role of social robots in the mitigation of 
loneliness and isolation experienced by people with dementia. 
  

How does the deliverable fit into MARIO? 
  
This deliverable is designed to extend the reach of MARIO by setting up a sustainable 
network to continue the work of MARIO beyond the life of the project. 
  
Methods of analysis 
 

 A network of researchers and stakeholders, MARIONet, was created whose 
members were identified through internet searches and “snowballing” 

 Levels of interest were ascertained by email 

 A programme of activities to engage the network members was developed 

 A Delphi questionnaire was created and validated by expert review 
  

Findings 
 
The MARIO network of researchers and stakeholders currently has 411 members. This 
network will continue to be added to over the lifetime of the project. 
  
Conclusions 
 

 A network of researchers and stakeholders has been created 

 Levels of interest have been ascertained 

 A programme of activities to engage the network members has been developed 

 A Delphi questionnaire has been developed 

  
Recommendations 
 

A Delphi survey of MARIONet members should be undertaken using the questionnaire 
developed in this work package for the purpose of seeking consensus in relation to the 
role of service robots in the mitigation of loneliness of people with dementia.   
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1. Introduction 

1.1 Work Package Objectives 

This work package has three objectives: 

 Establish a network of researchers and stakeholders working in the 

fields of robotics and dementia. 

 Create a programme of relevant activities for network engagement. 

 Develop a Delphi questionnaire in order to explore the role of service 

robots in facilitating connectedness. 

1.2 Purpose, Target Group and Outcomes 

This purpose of this deliverable is the creation of a network of researchers 
and stakeholders to try to reach a consensus on the best ways for service 
robots to facilitate the connectedness of people with dementia and to 
advance knowledge about ways of fostering social inclusion.  

It will do this by connecting and engaging with network members, ultimately 
to establish best practices across European countries. This network is 
called MARIONet. 

This deliverable targets those with an interest in MARIO. These include 
robotic experts, dementia researchers, psychosocial dementia researchers, 
health agencies, advocacy groups and people with dementia and carers. 

The key outcome is the creation of MARIONet. Once created, an agreed 
programme of engagement activities with MARIONet will be put in place. A 
further outcome will be the development and validation of a Delphi 
questionnaire to be used in a future Delphi survey.  

1.3 Relations to other Activities in the Project 

This deliverable is related to a number of other deliverables. It extends the 
work undertaken for deliverable 10.3, which provided some of the original 
email addresses that were later expanded for MARIONet to include, name, 
address, contact number and interest level. Its outputs, MARIONet and the 
Delphi questionnaire, are prerequisites of deliverable 3.5.  

The deliverable also is linked to a number of tasks. Task 3.3 of WP3 
required a literature review to be undertaken to explore the factors that 
impact on the connectedness of people with dementia. The findings of this 
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review provided the core information required for the Delphi questionnaire 
developed for this deliverable. 

Task 3.4 of WP3 requires the creation of a network to agree ways of 
facilitating connectedness with service robots and to advance knowledge 
about ways of fostering social inclusion by connecting researchers and 
stakeholders in order to establish best practices across European 
countries. Deliverable 3.2 created the network required by Task 3.4 – 
MARIONet. 

This deliverable also relates to work started in WP1 on the identification of 
dementia-friendly communities. This work continued in WP3 and will be 
developed further in WP8 as part of the engagement with dementia-friendly 
communities. 

MARIONet will be used extensively in the dissemination activities to be 
undertaken for WP10. 

1.4 Document Outline 

Section 1: Introduction 

Section 2: MARIONet 

Section 3: External Advisory Board and its Role in MARIONet 

Section 4: MARIONet Activities to Date 

Section 5: Planned Activities 

Section 6: Development of the Delphi Questionnaire 

Section 7: MARIO Publications 

Annex 1: List of MARIONet stakeholders 

1.5 About MARIO 

MARIO addresses the difficult challenges of loneliness, isolation and 
dementia in older persons through innovative and multifaceted inventions 
delivered by service robots. The effects of these conditions are severe and 
life-limiting. They burden individuals and societal support systems. Human 
intervention is costly but the severity can be prevented and/or mitigated by 
simple changes in self-perception and brain stimulation mediated by 
robots. 
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From this unique combination, clear advances are made in the use of 
semantic computing techniques, personal interaction, and applications 
tailored to better connect older persons to their care providers, community, 
own social circle and also to their personal interests. Each objective is 
developed with a focus on loneliness, isolation and dementia. The impact 
centres on progress toward EU scientific and market leadership in service 
robots and a user driven solution for this major societal challenge. The 
competitive advantage is the ability to treat tough challenges appropriately. 
In addition, a clear path has been developed on how to bring MARIO 
solutions to the end users through market deployment. 
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2.  MARIONet 

This section describes MARIONet, its aims, and how it was created. 

2.1 MARIONet and its Aims 

MARIONet is a human network for the mitigation of loneliness and isolation 
of people with dementia. It consists of a group of varied researchers and 
stakeholders who share an interest in exploring the role and potential of 
social robots in the care for people with dementia.  This group includes 
researchers, industry partners, health agencies, older people groups and 
people with dementia.  

MARIONet has three aims. These are to: 

 bring together people interested in exploring the extent to which 
social robots have a role in the daily living activities for people with 
dementia 

 disseminate information and generate discussion about social robots 
and dementia  

 identify people with an interest in participating in future research in 
social robots and dementia 

2.2 MARIONet Creation 

MARIONet was created by first deciding upon the categories of potential 
members that should form the network. Then individuals within these 
categories were contacted to determine their interest in network 
participation.   

In December 2015, an initial email list of potential network members that 
was created by deliverable 10.1 was expanded through internet searches 
and snowballing.  An internet search on keywords such as ‘dementia’, 
‘robotics’, ‘robotics and dementia’, ‘companion robots’, ‘service robots’, 
‘engineers and robotics’, ‘robotics and ethics’ was undertaken to identify 
relevant individuals or groups. Snowballing techniques were used whereby 
individuals identified as having a possible interest in network participation 
were asked if they knew others who might also be interested. At key 
European conferences, International Psychogeriatric Association (Berlin, 
2015), 25th Alzheimer's Europe Conference (Ljubljana, 2015), International 

Conference on Social Robotics (Paris, 2015), Extended Semantic Web 
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Conference (Slovenia, 2015) interest was solicited from attendees, and 

these individuals, if interested, were also added to the network.  

Additionally, a search was conducted to identify national dementia-friendly 
groups in Ireland and dementia advocacy groups in Galway. The national 
dementia-friendly groups comprise researchers, carer groups, age-related 
groups, and health boards. In order to conduct this search a varied search 
strategy was employed which included word of mouth, social media (Twitter 
and Facebook), academic social sites (Researchgate, LinkedIn), 
conference publications and listed speakers, and combination keyword 
searches in Google.  Individuals who were part of the InterDEM network, a 
major European network for psychosocial dementia research, were also 
invited to join following a presentation on MARIO given at the InterDEM 
annual meeting in Ljubljana on 1st September 2015.  

The research and public engagement activities taking place at the current 
stage project are most likely to interest researchers, dementia-friendly 
advocacy groups and health agencies. For this reason these are the 
majority in the current version of MARIONet. In the later stages of the 
project, industry and broader older aging groups are likely to be interested 
in the project’s findings. Therefore MARIONet will be expanded in 
Deliverable 3.5 to include industry and active aging stakeholders. 

Currently MARIONet has 411 members. These fall into three broad 
categories: researchers, advocacy groups and health agencies. 

Researchers include dementia psychosocial researchers, companion robot 
researchers, engineers with an interest in robotics, and technologists. 
Advocacy groups include dementia groups and dementia-friendly groups. 
Health agencies include health boards and nursing home associations.  

MARIONet details are available in an Excel file with separate worksheets 
used to partition the network by member category. Each row of a 
worksheet records information for an individual within the associated 
member category: name, title, organisation, address, email address, 
salutation and level of interest in MARIO. For the purpose of creating this 
deliverable, the MARIONet is listed in Annex 1. 

To elicit level of interest an email was then sent to all on the list in 
December 2015 to solicit their level of interest in the MARIONet. Level 1 
was information about MARIO only, level 2 was information about MARIO 
and an interest in engaging in network activities and level 3 was all of two 
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and an interest in participating in future research activities. In total, 61 
responded that they were interested in MARIONet at level 3. 
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3. External Advisory Board and its Role in MARIONet 

The External Advisory Board (EAB) is a subset of MARIONet members that 
includes specialists in robotics, dementia specialists, policy makers, people 
with dementia, and advocacy group representatives. Its purpose is to 
provide a source of expert advice to the project team, which has included 
validation of the Delphi questionnaire developed for this work package.  

There are 13 people on the EAB, one of whose members is also a member 
of the Galway Dementia Network. The EAB meets twice per year. So far 
two meetings have been held, the first in November 2015 and the second 
in June 2016. A further meeting is scheduled for February 2017.  
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4. MARIONet Activities to Date 

4.1 TEDxFullbright Talk 

In February 2016, Professor Dympna Casey and Professor Kathy Murphy 
from NUIG gave a TEDxFullbright talk in Dublin that addressed the role of 
social robots in the lives of people with dementia. This talk was filmed and 
released on-line as a YouTube video. The video has been viewed by over 
1,400 people across the world and continues to be viewed. Once it became 
available on-line an email was sent to MARIONet members updating them 
on the progress of the MARIO project and providing a link to the TEDx 
video.  

This talk, entitled ‘Fighting ageing with companion robots’, can be viewed 
using this link. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eq0FJyYexnQ&t=4s 

4.2 MARIO Webinars 

The MARIO Webinars were inaugurated on October 26th, 2016 with a live, 
on-line presentation by Professor Dympna Casey and Professor Kathleen 
Murphy from NUIG. The presentation was titled 'What do you think people 
with dementia want from companion robots? Sharing findings from the 
MARIO Project.' and was followed by a discussion. Twenty six people 
attended the live webinar, and two weeks after the event the webinar video 
was viewed 130 times. 

4.3 MARIO Symposium 

During the European AAL Forum, Ageing well with Technology, held in St 
Gallen (Switzerland) on the 27th of September 2016, Dr. Antonio Greco 
organised a symposium, Domotics and Robotics for Alzheimer Disease. 
The issues discussed ranged from the personal such as the usefulness of 
robotics and domotics to face dementia, isolation and loneliness, to the 
societal such as the economic impact of new technologies. Approximately 
50 people directly attended the event, including academics, business 
leaders, politicians, and engaged members of society. Recordings of the 
symposium were shared with AAL members, prompting positive feedback 
about the MARIO project and the necessity to further develop solutions 
addressing the problems faced by people with dementia. 
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5.  Planned Activities  

5.1. MARIO Webinars 

A schedule of regular webinars tailored for the MARIONet audience was 
developed to maximize the visibility of the project among researchers in the 
areas of 'Companion Robots', 'Companion Robots for People with 
Dementia' and 'Semantic Robotics'. The current frequency of webinars is 
one every 45 days. Each consists of a presentation by the project partners 
lasting between 30 and 40 minutes; these are followed by a discussion 
during which the webinar audience has an opportunity to ask questions. 
The webinars are delivered through the YouTube Live platform, which 
supports live streaming of video as well as facilitating interaction with a 
remote audience. Afterwards, webinars are posted on YouTube. Webinars 
are advertised in advance within MARIONet, on MARIO’s social media 
channels, and through the Robotics Worldwide mailing list. 
 

The MARIO Webinars were inaugurated on October 26th, 2016 as 
described in section 4.2 above. Future webinars are as follows (presenting 
partner in brackets): 
 

 People with Dementia and staff perception and experience on the 
different pilot sites (Stockport, IRCCS). 

 I know what you mean: semantic representation for companion 
robots (CNR). 

 Ensuring robust and flexible communication for companion robots 
(University of Passau). 

 Apps for companion robots for People with Dementia (Caretta-
Net). 

 Market for companion robots for elderly care (R2M Solution). 

5.2 Delphi Survey 

An invitation to participate in a Delphi survey will be emailed to members of 
MARIONet. The survey’s aim is to seek consensus amongst members on 
the role of social robots in the mitigation of loneliness and isolation in 
people with dementia. The results of the survey will be presented in 
Deliverable 3.5. It is also intended to publish the results in an academic 
journal as part the project’s dissemination activities. The development of 
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the questionnaire to be used in the conduct of the survey is described in 
the following section. 
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6.  Development of the Delphi Questionnaire 

A Delphi questionnaire was developed as part of this work package. The 
questions were designed to seek the opinions of MARIONet members and 
to try to reach a consensus on the best ways for service robots to facilitate 
the connectedness of people with dementia.  

6.1 Literature Review 

To help construct the questionnaire, a literature review was first undertaken 
(WP3, Task 3.3) on social connectedness, focusing on ways of fostering 
connectedness utilising service robots. This involved a comprehensive 
search in the following databases for literature published between 2009 
and 2015:  

 Cochrane Library 

 PubMed 

 Scopus 

 CINAHL Complete 

 EMBASE 

 Web of Science Core Collection 

 PsychINFO 

 Compendex 

The titles of 420 identified papers were scanned for relevance, and 
duplicates discarded. The abstracts of 140 papers were then read and 
included in the review if they met all of the following criteria: a) written in 
English, b) involved older adults with or without a diagnosis of dementia, c) 
referred to robotic or non-robotic technological interventions aiming to 
promote social connectedness, independence and reduce isolation. The 
references contained in each included paper were also followed up, and 
these too were included in the review if they met the criteria. 

The final review included 85 original research papers, 23 literature reviews, 
17 systematic literature reviews, ten opinion pieces and five study 
protocols. The literature revealed reciprocity, creativity, mobility (particularly 
outdoors), communication, autonomy, and engaged participation were 
enhancers of social connectedness for people with dementia, while music 
therapy, singing, reminiscence, and physical exercise can be effective 
interventions. It also revealed that understanding the robot user’s 
perspective and attention to context are key to realising the potential of 
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social robots. However, many of the studies completed to date were 
observational, involving small samples and short durations of human-robot 
contact. In conclusion, the review endorsed the need for the Delphi survey 
and suggested that future research needs to involve larger, longitudinal 
studies.   

6.2 Establishing the Focus of the Delphi Questionnaire 

    From the literature review key aspects of service robots and 
connectedness were identified and used to divide the questionnaire into six 
main areas:  

 defining social connectedness 

 social health and its relation to connectedness 

 factors that impact on social connectedness 

 strategies for connectedness and building resilience 

 role of robots and connectedness 

 role of robots in mitigation of isolation and loneliness and 
prerequisites for acceptance of social robots  

The questionnaire contained thirteen questions focused on the above 
areas.  

6.3 Reviewing the Questionnaire to Establish Validity and Clarity 

The MARIO Expert Advisory Board (EAB) was asked to provide an expert 
review of the questionnaire in order to establish content validity. Five EAB 
members agreed to participate in this review. 

For each of the 13 questions in the questionnaire, the five EAB reviewers 
were asked if they felt the question was valid and clearly phrased, and to 
suggest any changes to the question that they felt might enhance its clarity.  

The reviewers were all female from varied occupational backgrounds: three 
were academic researchers, one was an international consultancy worker 
and one was an operations director. Their experience of working with 
people with dementia ranged from less than 5 years to greater than 20 
years. They rated their level of expertise of working with people with 
dementia from ‘some’ to ‘recognised expert’. These variations are important 
as it is aimed to make the final Delphi questionnaire relevant to a range of 
occupational backgrounds and levels of experience of working with people 
with dementia. 



 
 

© MARIO consortium                                                                                                                   Page 19 of 22 

6.4 Results of Review 

The majority of EAB reviewers deemed all 13 questions valid; however, 
they proposed amendments to the phrasing of a number of the questions.  

Three questions were deemed valid and clear by all five reviewers and no 
changes were suggested: question 5 (examining if social connectedness 
and resilience are related), question 11 (examining the importance of 
context) and question 12 (the importance of context for social robots 
working with people with dementia). 

A synopsis of the other ten questions and an overview of reviewer 
feedback for each is given below.  

Question 1 provides a definition of social connectedness and is designed to 
examine survey respondent’s agreement with this definition. All reviewers 
agreed that the question was valid. However, three provided a 
recommendation to reword a phrase to make it less scientific and easier for 
a lay person to understand. 

Question 2 provides a synopsis of how social health is related to social 
connectedness and asks whether survey respondents agree with the 
synopsis. All reviewers agreed that the question was valid. However, two 
advised that the statement was too long and needed to be made more 
concise.  

Question 3 examines opinions regarding the potential factors that influence 
social health. All reviewers agreed that the question was valid. However, 
two highlighted that subsections should be added to allow for survey 
respondents to comment on their answer about each individual factor, 
rather than commenting on all factors together. An additional factor that 
was not listed in the question was identified by one reviewer for inclusion. 

Question 4 provides a definition of resilience and is designed to examine if 
survey respondents agree with it. Four of the reviewers agreed that this 
question was valid. However, two did not see the definition as relevant to 
people with dementia. Specifically, they suggested that the definition 
needed to be widened to make it more relevant for people with dementia. 

Question 6 lists the factors deemed relevant for social connectedness and 
asks survey respondents to state if they agree that these factors are 
important. All reviewers agreed that this question was valid. One suggested 
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adding an additional factor that she deemed important, while another 
suggested that the question should be divided into subsections. 

Question 7 asks survey respondents to comment on the strategies used by 
companion robots when interacting with people with dementia. All 
reviewers agreed that the question was valid and clear, though one 
suggested grammatical corrections. 

Question 8 is an open-ended question that asks survey respondents to 
identify other strategies whereby companion robots could improve social 
connectedness. All reviewers agreed that the question was valid, while four 
agreed that the question was clear. To improve question clarity, one 
reviewer offered a rewording. 

Question 9 asks survey respondents to consider the essential features of 
psychosocial interventions for increasing resilience in people with 
dementia. Three reviewers reported the question to be valid. However, two 
found it difficult to understand and felt it was directed towards academics 
rather than lay people. One reviewer commented that not all people with 
dementia would respond to the same intervention and therefore one should 
not generalise. 

Question 10 examines survey respondent’s beliefs regarding the potential 
mechanisms by which companion robots might improve social 
connectedness. All reviewers agreed that the question was clear and valid. 
One made a suggestion to improve the question’s wording and clarity.  

Question 13 asks survey respondents about the appropriate time interval 
between the introduction of the robot and the evaluation of its acceptability 
and impact. All reviewers agreed that this question was clear and valid. 
One reviewer suggested that time interval options should be provided for 
the respondents to choose between. One reviewer commented that a 
sensible answer could only be obtained from those experienced in working 
either with robots or with people with dementia. 

6.4 Future Plans 

These amendments have been made, and at present the questionnaire is 
being prepared to be distributed to MARIONet members. The results will be 
reported in Deliverable 3.5. 
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7. MARIO Publications 

A listing of MARIO publications is provided on the project website and 
updated monthly. Links to these publications are made available on the 
Open Access Institutional Repository, OpenAir, where they can be 
accessed by the wider public. In future, links to MARIO publications will be 
distributed by email to MARIONet members on a monthly basis.  

There have been publications in several areas of interest to MARIONet 
members. These include the perceptions of people with dementia to 
service robots and the benefits they would hope to gain from them. 
Additionally, there have been publications in the technological field that 
may be of interest to those who work in robotics, e.g. sentiment analysis in 
service robots. 
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Annex 1: List of MARIONet Stakeholders 

 



Spreadsheet 1: Researchers
TITLE FIRST NAME SURNAME PLACE OF WORK E-MAIL LEVEL OF INTEREST SALUTATION
Ms. Joanne Longton IET jlongton@theiet.org 1 Mr. Longton
Dr. Andrew Hunter NUI Galway andrew.hunter@nuigalway.ie 0 Dr. Hunter
Dr. Elaine Hsieh University of Oklahoma ehsieh@ou.edu 0 Dr. Hsieh
Dr. Kirsten Beedholm Aarhus University, Denmark kbe@ph.au.dk 0 Dr. Beedholm
Professor John Keady Mamchester University John.Keady@manchester.ac.uk 1 Professor  Keady
Dr. Charles Scerri     Resident Senior AcademicDepartment of PathologyUniversity of MaltaMsida MSD 2080 charles.scerri@um.edu.mt 1 Dr. Scerri
Professor Phyllis Braudy Harris John Carroll University pharris@jcu.edu 1 Professor Braudy Harris
Professor Myrra Vernooij-Dassen Radboud University Nijmegen Medical Centre Myrra.Vernooij-Dassen@radboudumc.nl 1 Professor Vernooij-Dassen
Professor ANDREA Gaggioli Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore andrea.gaggioli@unicatt.it 1 Professor Gaggioli
Mr. GARCIA EDGAR Martinez  Alonso UNIVERSIDAD AUTÓNOMA DE CIUDAD JUÁREZ edmartin@uacj.mx 1 Mr. Martinez  Alonso
Dr.  Gabor Fazekas Institute for Medical Rehabilitation, Budapest, Hungary fazekas123@t-online.hu 1 Dr. Fazekas
Dr. Nele Spruytte University of Leuven nele.spruytte@med.kuleuven.be 1 Dr. Spruytte
Mr. Anders Møller Jensen Centre for Forsskning amj@viauc.dk 1 Mr. Møller Jensen
Mr.  Renzo Andrich  Fondazione Don Carlo Gnocchi Onlus, Milano, Italy Renzo.andrich@siva.it 1 Mr. Andrich
Professor Stefan Wermter University of Hamburg wermter@informatik.uni-hamburg.de 1 Professor Wermter
Dr. Tobias  Körtner Universität Wien Tobias.Koertner@altersforschung.ac.at 1 Dr.  Körtner
Dr Pauline COIGNARD Mutualiste Centre of Rehabilitation and Functional Rehabilitation (France) pcoignard@kerpape.mutualite56.fr 1 Dr Coignard
Dr Hélène DUCHE Mutualiste Centre of Rehabilitation and Functional Rehabilitation (France) duche.helene@gmail.com 1 Dr Duche
Dr Evelyne TANGUY-BERNADET Mutualiste Centre of Rehabilitation and Functional Rehabilitation (France) Phone: 02 40 62 75 00 1 Dr Tanguy-Bernadet
Professor Bob Woods Bangor University b.woods@bangor.ac.uk 2 Professor Woods
Professor Eamon O'Shea NUI, Galway eamon.oshea@nuigalway.ie 2 Professor O'Shea
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Dr Eilis Dowd Senior lecturer NIUG eilis.dowd@nuigalway.ie Dr Eilis Dowd
Professor Jochen  Prehn Chair of Physiology, Head of Department RCSI JPrehn@rcsi.ie Prof Jochen Prehn 
Dr Kate Irving Dementia team champions: Project Coordinator, Dublin City University kate.irving@dcu.ie Dr Kate Irving 
Professor Keith Murphy UCD keith.murphy@ucd. Prof Keith Murphy 
Professor Michael  Rowan TCD  mrowan@tcd.ie ProfMichael Rowan 
Professor Orla Hardiman Consultant Neurologist, National ALS Clinic & Irish ALS Research Group:  TCD orla@hardiman.net Prof Orla Hardiman 
Professor Rose Ann Kenny Professor Geriatric Medicine/Consultant, rkenny@tcd.ie Prof Rose Ann Kenny 
Professor Suzanne Cahill TCD  SCahill@stjames.ie / cahillsu@tcd.ie   Prof Suzanne Cahill 
Dr Suzanne Timmons Senior Lecturer, UCC :   Cork-IDEAS project (supported by Genio) S.Timmons@ucc.ie Dr Suzanne Timmons 
Dr Adeline  Cooney Head of the School of Nursing & Midwifery, NUIG adeline.cooney@nuigalway.ie Dr  Adeline Cooney 
Professor Aideen Sullivan UCC a.sullivan@ucc.ie Professor  Aideen Sullivan 
Professor Aileen Lynch TCD  amlynch@tcd.ie Professor Aileen Lynch 
Professor Aine Kelly TCD  aikelly@tcd.ie Professor Aine Kelly
Dr Andre  Toulouse UCC a.toulouse@ucc.ie Dr Andre Toulouse 
Dr Arun Bokde Strokes Lecturer in Neuroimaging: TCD  arun.bokde@tcd.ie Dr Arun Bokde 
Dr Barry Boland Lecturer in Pharmacology ; UCC barry.boland@ucc.ie Dr Barry Boland 
Research Fellow Brenda  Reginatto Research Fellow at Insight: UCD brenda.reginatto@ucd.ie MSc Brenda Reginatto 
Dr Catherine  Hughes Research Associate in Nutrition (NICHE): Ulster University c.hughes@ulster.ac.uk Dr  Catherine Hughes 
Professor Cathy Craig Queen's University Belfast cathy.craig@qub.ac.uk Prof Cathy Craig 
Dr Bernadette  McGuinness Queen's University Belfast b.mcguinness@qub.ac.uk Dr  Bernadette  McGuinness 
Dr Charlotte Neville Queen's University Belfast c.neville@qub.ac.uk Dr  Charlotte Neville 
Dr Claire Collins Director of Irish College of General Practitioners claire.collins@icgp.ie Dr  Claire Collins 
Dr Colm Cunningham Research Lecturer: TCD  colm.cunningham@tcd.ie Dr  Colm Cunningham 
Dr Damien Thompson UL damien.thompson@ul.ie Dr  Damien Thompson 
PhD Candidate David Loughrey PhD candidate TCD  / Deaf Hear loughred@tcd.ie Mr David Loughrey 
Prof Desmond O'Neill TCD  doneill@tcd.ie Prof Desmond O'Neill 
Prof Dolores  Cahill UCD dolores.cahill@ucd.ie Professor Dolores Cahill 
Dr Eleanor Mullan K-CORD ; UCC eleanormullan@eircom.net Dr  Eleanor Mullan 
Prof Geraldine Foley TCD  foleyg3@tcd.ie Prof Geraldine Foley 



Professor Gethin  McBean UCD gethin.mcbean@ucd.ie Prof Gethin McBean 
Dr Hilary  McMahon UD hilary.mcmahon@ucd.ie Dr  Hilary McMahon 
PhD Candidate Hope Davidson School of Law, UL davidsonhope@icloud.com Ms Hope Davidson 
Professor Ian Robertson TCD  iroberts@tcd.ie Prof Ian Robertson 
Dr Joanna McHugh CARDI: Queen's University Belfast J.McHugh@qub.ac.uk Dr  Joanna McHugh 
Dr  Justin  McCarthy University College Cork jv.mccarthy@ucc.ie Dr  Justin McCarthy 
Prof Kevin Brazil Queens University Belfast k.brazil@qub.ac.uk Prof  Kevin Brazil 
Dr Kieran McDermott University College Cork kmcd@ucc.ie Dr Kieran McDermott 
Dr Kieran Walsh Acting director of ICSG; NUIG 108334854@umail.ucc.ie  /  Kieran.walsh@nuigalway.ie Dr Kieran Walsh 
Professor Kumlesh Dev TCD  devk@tcd.ie Professor Kumlesh Dev 
Dr Louise Hopper DCU louise.hopper@dcu.ie Dr Louise Hopper 
Dr Maria Pertl Royal College of Surgeons mariapertl@rcsi.ie /  pertlm@tcd.ie Dr Maria Pertl 
Dr Maria Pierce DCU maria.pierce@dcu.ie Dr Maria Pierce 
Professor Marina  Lynch TCD lynchma@tcd.ie Professor Marina Lynch 
Professor Mary McCarron TCD mccarrm@tcd.ie Mary McCarron 
Researcher Matthew Gibb Memory Clinic mgibb@stjames.ie Mr Matthew Gibb 
Mr Maurice O'Connell Active Ageing Partnership mauriceaoconnell@gmail.com Mr Maurice O'Connell 
Dr Michelle Kelly NUI Maynooth Michelle.E.Kelly@nuim.ie Dr Michelle Kelly 
Public Health Development Officer Olga Cleary Institute of Public Health in Ireland olga.cleary@publichealth.ie Dr Olga Cleary 
Dr Roger O' Sullivan Institute of Public Health in Ireland: Director Ageing Research and Development Division roger.osullivan@publichealth.ie Dr. O' Sullivan
Dr Paul Slater Ulster University pf.slater@ulster.ac.uk Dr Paul Slater 
Research staff Paulina Piasek DCU paulina.piasek@dcu.ie Ms Paulina Piasek 
Dr Richard Walsh TCD Richard.walsh@amnch.ie Dr Richard Walsh 
Ms Rosemarie  Derwin RCSI rosemariederwin@rcsi.ie Ms Rosemarie Derwin 
Dr Sabina  Brennan TCD  brennas1@tcd.ie Dr  Sabina Brennan 
Dr Sarah Donnelly UCD sarah.donnelly@ucd.ie Dr  Sarah Donnelly 
Prof Suzanne Martin Ulster University s.martin@ulster.ac.uk Prof Suzanne Martin 
Dr Sean Kennelly Trinity College Dublin Sean.Kennelly@amnch.ie Dr Sean Kennelly 
Dr  Tony Foley UCC tonyfoley@ucc.ie Dr Tony Foley 
PhD Candidate Vanessa Moore TCD moorev@tcd.ie Ms Vanessa Moore 
Professor William Molloy UCC w.molloy@ucc.ie Professor William Molloy 
Dr Yvonne  Nolan UCC y.nolan@ucc.ie Dr Yvonne Nolan 
Spreadsheet 2: Health Agency
TITLE FIRST NAME SURNAME PLACE OF WORK E-MAIL LEVEL OF INTEREST SALUTATION
Mr. Franco Mastroianni  Dirigente Medico U.O.C. Geriatria Ospedale "F. Miulli" franco_mastroianni@libero.it Mr. Mastroianni 
Dr.  Avolio Francesca Regional Healthcare Agency of Puglia (Italy) f.avolio@arespuglia.it Dr. Francesca
Professor Manuel  Franco Zamora Hospital. mfm@intras.es 3 Professor  Franco
FADOI (Italian Federation of hospital physicians) for Apulian region  Antonio Greco San Giovanni Rotondo (FG) a.greco@operapadrepio.it 3 Mr Greco
SIGG (Italian Society of Geriatrics and Gerontology) for Apulian regionCarlo Sabbà Bari  carlo.sabba@uniba.it 2 Mr. Sabba
AIP (Italian Psycogeriatric’s association) for Apulian regionFrancesco Scapati Taranto francesco.scapati@tin.it 2 Mr. Scapati
Mr. Mark Perry Educate The Meadows, Owens Farm Drive, Stockport mfm@intras.es 1 Mr. Perry
Ms. Ruth Chaplin PENNINE CARE NHS FOUNDATION TRUST, The Meadows, Owens Farm Drive, Stockport markperry@nhs.net 1 Ms. Chaplin
Ms. Carol Ainsworth PENNINE CARE NHS FOUNDATION TRUST,   The Meadows, Owens Farm Drive, Stockport rchaplin@nhs.net 1 Ms. Ainsworth
Director of ICSG, Professor Thomas Scharf Irish Centre for Social Gerontology -Rural Ageing Observatory icsg@nuigalway.ie Professor Larkin
Professor Eamon O’Shea Irish Centre for Social Gerontology -Rural Ageing Observatory Eamon.oshea@nuigalway.ie Professor O' Shea
Chairperson; Professor of Clinical Nursing Philip J Larkin All Ireland Institute of Hospice and Palliative Care info@aiihpc.org Mr. Larkin
Lead author Rosaleen Durkin Imagination gym  info@imaginationgym.com Ms. Durkin
Dr Bernadette McGuinness Mercers Institute for Successful Aging (Memory Clinic Galway) bernadette.mcguinness@nuigalway.ie  Dr. McGuinness
Professor Brian Lawlor Mercers Institute for Successful Aging (Memory Clinic) blawlor@stpatsmail.com Professor Lawlor
Deputy Carmel Killeen Specialist dementia units Ireland/ Galway carmel@castleturvin.ie Ms. Killeen 
Programme Manager Luisa  Marino European Foundation Initiatives on Dementia: Living well with Dementia in the Community info@nef-europe.org Luisa Marino 
CEO Sinead Grennan Sonas Apc Ltd events@sonasapc.ie Ms. Grennan
Founder Barbara Hodkinson The Butterfly Scheme barbara.hodkinson@ntlworld.com Ms. Hodkinson
President Mo Flynn Irish Gerontology Society Ms. Mo Flynn
Strategy & Development Miriam Ahern Irish Gerontology Society miriam.ahern@irishgerontology.com Ms. Ahern
CEO Sharon Foley The Irish Hospice Foundation miriam.ahern@irishgerontology.com  / INFO@HOSPICEFOUNDATION.IE Ms. Foley
Spreadsheet 3: Advocacy groups
TITLE FIRST NAME SURNAME PLACE OF WORK E-MAIL LEVEL OF INTEREST SALUTATION



Ms. Bernadine Mc Crory Alzheimers UK Bernadine.McCrory@alzheimers.org.uk Ms. Mc Crory
Mr. Christophe Leroux  CEA LIST Bernadine.McCrory@alzheimers.org.uk 3 Mr. Leroux
Alzheimer Association BariKatia Pinto Bari katia_pinto@libero.it 3 Katia Pinto
Ms. Maureen Hughes Health & Wellbeing Memorial Park Marple Stockport gcassidy@alzheimer.ie 1 Ms. Hughes
Apulia Region – Health departmentGiovanni Gorgoni Bari g.gorgoni@regione.puglia.it 1 Mr. Giovanni Gorgoni
Ms. Bernadine Mc Crory Alzheimers UK Bernadine.McCrory@alzheimers.org.uk Ms. Mc Crory
Mr. Phil Williams KTN christophe.leroux@cea.fr Mr. Williams
Ms. Heather Gately Dementia Research Educatin 3 Advocacy in Motion phil.williams@ktn-uk.org Ms. Gately
Mr. Alex Teligadas Alzheimer Europe hgately@hiscgalway.ie Mr. Teligadas
Ms. Nicole Matthews Alzheimer Society of Ireland alex.teligadas@alzheimer-europe.org Ms. Matthews
Ms. Grace Cassidy Alzheimer Society of Ireland nmatthews@alzheimer.ie Ms. Cassidy
Deputy Chief Executive Lorraine  Fitzsimons Age action Ireland maureen.hughes@stockport.gov.uk Ms Lorraine Fitzsimons 
Communications ManagerEdel O'Connell Alzheimer Society of  Ireland lorraine.fitzsimons@ageaction.ie Ms. O'Connell 
Head of Communications and Public AffairsPeter Kavanagh Active Retirement Ireland (ARI) edel.oconnell@alzheimer.ie Mr. Kavanagh
CEO Maureen Kavanagh Active Retirement Ireland (ARI) info@activeirl.ie Ms. Kavanagh
Head Office Maureen Burke Western Alzheimer info@activeirl.ie Ms. Burke
Joint chair Eilish Smith Carers Association seniors@iol.ie Ms. Smith 
Joint chair Pat Dolan Carers Association  info@carersireland.com  Mr. Pat Dolan
Project Leader Avril Easton Dementia Friendly Communities / Care Bright info@ictuni.org Ms. Easton 
General Manager Colette Ryan Dementia Friendly Communities / Care Bright avril.easton@alzheim Ms. Ryan
Director Anthony Dunne Irish Association of Older People cryan@carebright.ie Mr. Dunne
President Harry Rose National Federation of Pensioner's Associations iaop@oceanfree.net Mr. Rose 
Chief Executive Officer Seán Moynihan ALONE enquiries@alone.ie Mr. Moynihan
Administrator & Programme CoordinatorFiona Daly Friends of the Elderly enquiries@alone.ie Ms. Daly 
General Manager Dermot  Maguire Care Alliance Ireland info@friendsoftheelderly.ie Mr. Maguire
Associate Professor, DirectorSuzanne Cahill Dementia Services Information and Development Centre: DSIDC dsidc@stjames.ie Proffessor Cahill
CEO Karen Smyth Age and Opportunity Suzanne.Cahill@tcd.ie Ms. Smyth
Go For Life Assistant ManagerSue Guildea Age and Opportunity Karen.Smyth@ageandopportunity.ie Ms. Guildea
Manager of Policy, Research & DevelopmentMichael Foley Age and Opportunity Sue.Guildea@ageandopportunity.ie Mr. Foley
Manager of Active Citizenship and Lifelong LearningCiaran McKinney Age and Opportunity Michael.Foley@ageandopportunity.ie Mr. McKinney
Executive Director Eila Okkonen European foundations’ initiatives on dementia (EFID)  : Finland, Alzheimer Society of Finland Ciaran.McKinney@ageandopportunity.ie Ms. Okkonen
Communications CoordinatorHeidi Härmä European foundations’ initiatives on dementia  : Finland, Alzheimer Society of Finland eila.okkonen@mielenterveysseura.fi / eila.okkonen@muistiliitto.fi Ms. Okkonen
Contact point Anne Kavanagh EFID: Co. Wicklow Network for Older People.  heidi.harma@muistiliitto.fi Ms. Kavanagh
Chair Rhiannon  Davies EFID: Brecon, Wales info@wicklowdementiafriendly.ie Ms. Davies
Chief Officer Selina Ross   EFID: West Dunbartonshire Partnership, Scotland info@dementiafriendlybrecon.org.uk Ms. Ross   
Project leader Eilis Hession EFID: Living Well with Dementia Stillorgan-Blackrock, Ireland info@dementievriendelijk.nl Ms. Hession
Project Manager Martin Polenz EFID: Arnsberger dementia ‘learning workshop’, Germany eilis.hession@hse.ie Mr. Polenz
Contact point Claire Meire Claire Meire EFID: Together for a dementia-friendly Bruges, Belgium m.polenz@arnsberg.de Ms. Meire
Contact point Daniela Egger EFID: Aktion Demenz (‘Campaign Dementia’), Austria fotondoc@dementie.be  / info@dementievriendelijkbrugge Ms. Egger 
Executive Lead Phil Freeman EFID: Dementia action alliances – England, Germany info @ aktion-demenz.at  /   phil.freeman@alzheimers.org.uk Mr. Freeman 
Director Agnes Houston Dementia Friendly Communities Social Enterprise hello@dementia-friendly.com Mrs. Houston
Mr. Des O'Doherty 53 An Locan Distributor road desodoherty@gmail.com 3 Mr. O'Doherty


